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Your Building Site

Queensland Environmental Law
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 1994

All Queenslanders have a legal duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to take all
reasonable and practicable measures to minimise or prevent environmental harm. Such harm can be
caused if sediment from building sites enters stormwater drains or waterways.

In addition, people who are concerned with management in a corporation have an additional duty under the
Environmental Protection Act 1994 to ensure their corporation complies with the Act. This means
supervisors need to take reasonable and practicable steps to ensure that the people under their control

do not breach environmental laws.

People who become aware of environmental harm in association with their work (eg. loss of sediment from
their site into a watercourse) have a legal duty under the Environmental Protection Act 1994 to notify their
employer. The employer must then rectify the problem, or risk prosecution or fines.

The Environmental Protection Act 1994 provides for specific offences relating to the deposit and/or release
or potential release of sediment or building wastes to stormwater drains, roadside gutters and Queensland

waters (e.g. creeks and waterways). Builder's waste has the potential to be released into stormwater drains
and is governed by these laws.

THE SUSTAINABLE PLANNING ACT 2009

The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) is the mechanism for assessing all developments within
Queensland. This Act establishes the process for integrated planning and development assessment in an
ecologically sustainable way. Under the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 it is a serious offence to breach
development conditions such as conditions dealing with erosion and sediment control or stormwater quality.

Other Approvals

Councils in Queensland vary in their
approval requirements. Contact your local
Council for further information on which
approvals are required.

Further Details:

Whitsunday Regional Council

PO Box 104, Proserpine QLD 4800
Phone: (07) 4945 0200

Website: www.whitsundayrc.qgld.gov.au
E mail: info@whitsundayrc.gld.gov.au
These fact sheets are based on those
produced by the South East

Queensland Healthy Waterways Partnership ~ Council officer discussing erosion and sediment
control problems on-site
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The Whitsunday Regional Council has developed this erosion and sediment control fact sheet to assist in
its goal to protect, enhance and promote its natural assets. Soil erosion, sediment and litter from building
sites can be major sources of stormwater pollution and can cause significant harm to our sensitive marine
environments like the Great Barrier Reef.

Impacts of Stormwater Pollution

Stormwater contains many pollutants which can enter our local
creeks, rivers and marine systems, causing harm to native
animals, plants, fish breeding habitats and recreational areas.
Soil erosion, sediment and litter from building sites can be major
sources of stormwater pollution and can cause:

e Significant harm to the environment eg. loss of valuable
seagrass habitat for marine creatures.

e Weed infestation of waterways caused by sediment settling on the creek beds and transporting nutrients

e Loss of valuable topsoil.

e Significant public safety problems when washed onto roads and intersections.

e Blocked drains creating flooding and increased maintenance costs to the community.

e Damage to recreational fishing and the seafood industry.

Stormwater is not Wastewater

Stormwater is not wastewater. Stormwater flows untreated into the waterways that provide vital habitats for
animals and plants. It is your responsibility to help keep
stormwater pollution-free.

Erosion and Sediment Control on Building Sites

Soil erosion on building sites can be a major source of
sediment pollution in our waterways. A single building block
can lose up to four truckloads of soil in one storm. Sediment
washed from building sites into gutters and stormwater drains,
can cause flooding and affects the water quality and fish
stocks in our freshwater and marine environments.

Effective onsite erosion and sediment control provides many P Y N W
benefits:

All- weather site access

improved wet weather working conditions
improved drainage and reduced site wetness
less mud and dust problems

reduced stockpile losses

reduced cleanup costs

better public image

better looking, more marketable sites
fewer public complaints

reduced risk of fines

better fishing for everyone

cleaner waterways.
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Stormwater pollution prevention - it's up to you!
HERE'S WHAT YOU CAN DO TO REDUCE EROSION AND PREVENT SEDIMENT FROM LEAVING YOUR SITE.
The following site management practices will minimise soil erosion and sediment runoff from your building site.

MINIMISE DISTURBANCE WHEN EXCAVATING

Presene as much grassed ama s posabic. Thess ao not only Rastrict vehiche accass 10 cns sntrylasit poimt
mprove the appeanance o“l your ate, they also reduce sl ercaicn | whers possbie, Statiizing the scosss with
and filter much of the sadiment from stommwater run-off before it rock wil allow af waather aconss and wil

I maches the crainage system | > - l’l'dlltl.‘ the amcunt of zoil camed off the

ENTRY/EXIT POINT (RUMBLE PAD)

CATCH DRAINS AND
PERIMETER BANKS

‘Where poisbie, allow for 1% ‘ - = Il 51
drersion of up-dope stormmwater ' B g Y 4 {9 EARLY STORMWAYER DRAINAGE
around the work 5% and other | e N oot [ e > 4l CONNECTION

diturbed surfaces. ™, N > y Connmct Serrparary O parmanent

downpipa's to the underground
stormvater mstern morwcately after
the roof is laid ~ o slow ard spread the
fiow fom downpipes to avaid localised
erozion. Dowrpipes may be tempocariy
removed dunng wal construction,

Al stoemuarter should dechargs m a
manner that does not cause sod eroson

Viazie concrete and
houzehold paint et not be
alowed to wash into the
Qutters or the stmet.

INSTALL A SEDIMENT BARRIER

Sechmmnt bamises down-sops of the

building site trap comse tecdimmnt SAND AND SOML STOCKPILES
Sockpibes should be placed whelly
on the camstruction #ite and buhird

# mcdrrwen barrme

bedore it can wath into gutters, drain
and waterwaye. Sediment Barers can
be made fram geatestie sediment
fabric attached %o ports with the ‘ B
geotextile Suned n an up-dope tur:h‘,‘ o a

Penalties
Sraaches of the legisiabion may result n:
. Direction Notice issued unger the Ervironmenial Prodection Act 1994, or on-
the-spot fines of up o $8,835. Who can be fined on a building site?
. Prosecutions under the Sustainabie Planning Act 2008 (SPA) or the mmmmm*’mmmgh

Environmantal Prataction Act 1994 (. finas of thousands of doliars of prison : 3
sentences for serous ofences). wcm:mmmmumm




